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„ The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard ſhall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and te failing together ; and a little 
* child ſhall lead them. 

And the cow and the bear ſhall feed; BEES 

ones ſhall lie down together: and the lion ſhall cat 
« ſtraw like the ox. 

And the ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the 
| 4 aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the 
e cockatrice's den. 

* They ſhall not hurt nor. deſtroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge 

"0 * of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” 
| ISAIAH xi. 6, 7, 8, 9. 


ISTORY hitherto, is little better than a 
long repetition of the weakneſſes, vices, and 
 miſeries of mankind. Moſt of its pages are 


ſtained with blood. 


Were the future always to be like the paſt, the 
pureſt benevolence might wiſh a ſpeedy termi- 
nation to a world, in which ſo much miſery a- 
bounds, and where the hand of man is ſo often 
9 5 up to deſtroy his brother ! | 

A 2 But 
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But revelation, that beſt gift of heaven, comes 


in here to our relief, and ſets before us a pleaſing 
el ect of future happineſs in this world, by 


ing us that ignorance Mall be diſpelled, 
ob malevolent paſſipns ceaſe. to reign ; that 
men /hall beat their ſwords into plough ſhares, and 
their ſpears into pruning hooks; and that the 
knowledge of the Lord Mall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the ſea. A book which conveys this 
important information, and which hears, ſo.many - 
indubitable marks of its divine original as does 
this, ought to be prized above thouſands of gold 
and . It i is indeed a mu Ae, in a Sod 
cou / 


If we enter ir fully ws meaning of ſack pro- 
Ln as theſe, and compare them with the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the world, we ſhall be fully convinced 
that an almoſt total change in the ſtate of things 
muſt take place, before the predictions they con- 
tain will have their accompliſhment. The change 
is ſo great, that, on any other view than that 
which the Scriptures afford, it appears not only 

improbable, but | impoſſible. But with God all 


things are poſſible. - Bog P 


In oppoſition to the accompliſhment of theſe 
prophecies, we behold: every thing which the 
' world has of the moſt ſtable; ſuch as ſtrong pre- 
judices, ancient inſtitutions, prieſtcraft, deſpotiſm; 
in a word, all the power and all the policy — 
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the world can combine. But, on the other ſides 
ve behold the omnipotence of truth riſing like the 
ſyn in its ſtrength, to ſcatter the clouds af igna- 
rance, ſuperſtition, and prejudice; we ſee the 
ſure word of propbecy informing us of its certain, 
univerſal, and eternal triumph; and we know that 
nothing can effectually reſiſt the hand of that 
glorious Being who is excellent in counſel and 
maghty in working. Before theſe the obſtacles 
which, in any other view appear invincible, at 
once vaniſh, and every rugged impaſſable. moua- 
tain, becomes a. perfect plain. For, is . any 
thing too, hard for the fore ? | 


But though this * muſt be d mia 
yet no lover of peace and order need be alarmed. 
It is a change entirely for the better: a change 
in the moral ſtate of men, which, as far as pure 
religion influences, will be effected without con- 
fuſion or blood. It will overturn thoſe falſe 
maxims, and deſtroy thoſe bad paſſions, which 
have in every age produced ſo much miſery. 
Then juſt principles and benevolent affeQions 
will have their reign; and their reign will pro- 
duce univerſal and laſting happineſs. This is 
finely deſcribed in the figurative, but very ex- 
preſſive language of the text; The wolf alſo ſhalt 
dauell with the lamb; and ſo on. Thoſe bad diſ- 
poſitions, pride, ambition, anger, malice, and 
revenge, which have made men ferocious and 
"i cruel 
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Inſtruftion of the Poor, 
cruel as the beaſts of the foreſt, ſhall be ſubdued; 
and the knowledge of the Lord ſhall transform men 
into his image, who was all gentleneſs and bene- 
volence, and who hath left us an example, that we 
ſhould follow his feeps. For the ſon of man came 
not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave them. 


If the univerſal knowledge of the Lord will pro- 
duce univerſal peace and happineſs, /moſt cer- 
tainly it well becomes the friends of mankind and 
of the religion of Jeſus, to do all in their power 
to promote its ſpread, and to enter moſt heartily 
into every plan which appears likely to extend 
its influence. This does the inſtitution which 
now merits our attention and ſupport. 


It may be objeQted by ſome who confound the 
conduct of nominal Chriſtians with Chriſtianity 
itſelf, that religion, inſtead of putting an end to 
ſtrife among mankind, has been the occaſion of 
the moſt bloody wars which were ever kindled; 
and that in proportion to men's zeal for religion, 
ſo has been their enmity and cruelty to each 
other. This is readily granted: but a real 
Chriſtian ventures nothing when he affirms, that 
ſuch religion was falſe. For genuine Chriſtianity 
never did, nor ever will, arm the hand of man 
againſt man. If we would form a juſt idea of 
pure Chriſtianity, we muſt not view it as it ap- 
pears 1 in the ſpirit and condutt of contending 


ſes; 
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ſeQs ; but as it appears, perfeR, entire, and want. 
ing nothing, in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, Here 
it is the wiſdom which is from above, pure and 
peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, without 
partiality or hypocriſy, full of mercy and good 
fruits. | Falſe Chriſtians may hate each other on 
the account of their differences, and endeavour to 
intereſt the Deity in their fierce and bloody quar- 
rels ; and, after having deſolated a fine country, 
and committed ten thouſand murders, they may 
ſing their Tz Dzuw: but ſuch a practice was 
never countenanced by the goſpel, nor could 
ſuch a ſervice be any thing but-an abomination 
in the ſight of him who hath ſaid, Thou ſhalt do 
no murder. Such a conduR was never authoriſed - 
by the benevolent Jeſus, whoſe religion brings 
glory to God by producing Peace on earth, on: 


will N men. 


To ſpread the religion of Jeſus, is the pro- 
feſſed object of Sunday-Schools; and they appear 
to me to fall in with its general deſign of remoy- 
ing ignorance, deſtroying vice, and ating 
men to the moral 1 image of God. 


But even theſe inſtitutions have their enemies: 
and what is aſtoniſhing, among thoſe who profeſs 
to be Chriſtians and teachers too of that religion, 
which has for its object the inſtruction of the poor, 
and the turning of men a darkneſs to light. 
The 


n uſtrukkivn of the Poor, 

The reaſons they give are more aſtoniſhing fin. 

They fear, that if the poor be generally en- 
lightened, cheir ideas will be exalted above their 
fituadon in life; and that the effe& will even- 
| tally be injurious to ſociety. Curious reaſon- 
ing for Chriſtian teachers! But how have ſuch 
nen learned Chrijl Pri 


For fx years paſt I have had the honour of 

delivering annually a diſcourſe to you, pleading 

for your aſſiſtance who are not ſubſcribers; and 

in theſe diſcourſes I have confidered this excel- 

tent charity in different points of view. 1 intend 
the preſent one as a juſtification of its continuance 

and improvement; and to this end I ſhall eſtabliſh 

the following propofition : 


1 That the general religious taten of the 
Poor, is the ſureſt means promoting 888 
national Happineſs. 


i | 


It will not be difputed that the poor are a nu- 
mexrous body, and that upon their happineſs the 
defence, wealth, and proſperity of our country 
greatly depends : for they fight our battles, man 
our ſhips, and contribute to our encreaſing riches 
in numbetleſs different ways; and, what is of 
greater importance till, to their care our children 
are neceſſarily committed during thole years in 
which they receive impreſſions not eaſily eraſed, 
If * ſhoutd be bad, the ſeeds of their future 


miſery 
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miſery are too often ſown. On our own account 
then, as well as on that 'of the poor, ought every 
thing to be done for them which the order of 
things will permit, and which true Chriſtianity 
dictates, in order that they may bear the burthen 
of life with chearfulneſs, and, through the bleſs. 
ing of God, be prepared for a ſtate where no 
mortifying diſtinctions ſubſiſt. Such is the ſtate 
which the goſpel of Chriſt teaches all his real 


diſciples to expect. 


* 


Nothing appears ſo well Sica to produce 
theſe deſirable ends as general inſtruction; and 
eſpecially that kind of inſtruction, which the 
ſacred ſcriptures afford. They propoſe to lead 
men to happineſs through the knowledge of God. 
Chrift was anointed to preach the goſpel to the poor ; 
and when he ſent Paul to the Gentiles, it was 
for this end, To open their eyes by inſtruction. 
He entered fully into the nature of his office, 
and conſidered himſelf a debtor to the unwiſe as 
well as to the wiſe. If the goſpel be the mean 
which God has appointed to make men wi/e unto 
falvation through faith in Chriſt Fefus, it follows 
clearly, that every means ſhould be uſed to put 
men into a capacity not only of hearing it from 
others, but of reading and examining it for them- 
ſelves. What is the mind of man without in- 
ſtruftion ? *The mind untaught is a dark waſte, 
* where fiends and tempeſts howl *;” or, in the 


* Beattie, 
B language 
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language of Paul, men are alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in them. For 
ignorance is the prolific mother of every abomi- 
nation. But the knowledge of Chriſt is the pa- 
rent of every good to ſociety. It leads to gene- 
ral happineſs, St} 


1 
By preventing vice and abject poverty. | 


Preventatives are better than remedies; and 
vice is much more eaſily prevented, than bad 
habits are deſtroyed. Hence the proſpett of 
doing good among poor en, not hackney- 
« ed in the ways of bad men,” is far more pro- 
miſing than that of recalling men from the vices 
which have become confirmed habits. Hence 
faith the prophet, © Can the Ethiopian change his 
« ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ? then ye who are 
« accuſtomed to do evil, may learn to do well.” For 
though it muſt be allowed, that the goſpel of 
Chriſt has been the wiſdom of God to enlighten 


millions of dark minds in perſons of riper years, 


and the power of God to ſave them from their 
vicious habits; yet is ſucceſs in inſtrutting the 
young, infinitely more promiſing upon every 
principle of ſound reaſon, ſeripture and experi- 
ence: for * Train up a child in the way that he 
« ſhould go, and when he is old he will not depart 
ve Iron it.“ 


The 
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The ſame religious inſtruction which has a ten- 
dency to check the natural propenſity to vice, as 
naturally and as forcibly operates to ſecure from 
abje@ poverty. For abje&t poverty is often the 
conſequence of vicious habits, which even in 
high life render the moſt princely fortunes inſuf- 
ficient, and embarraſs where they do not reduce 
to beggary. The expences of vice know no 
bounds. Vice and abje&@ poverty among the 
labouring part of mankind are inſeparable com- 
panions. But true religion not only ſaves from 
expenſive -vices, it alſo begets habits of virtue; 
ſuch as frugality and induſtry. Induſtry keeps 
the man in that ſtate of proper exertion, ſo con- 
ducive to health; and that temperance which 
religion inculcates, enables the frugal to ſave 
what in time accumulates, and raiſes them to ſu. 
perior ſtations. Hence it is that there are ſo 
many opulent perſons profeſſing godlineſs, who 
bave riſen from very ſmall and unpromiſing be- 
ginnings; and there is hardly a connection ſo 
contrated as not to afford many ſtriking proofs 
of the doctrine now taught. It is true, there are 
many drones who profeſs religion; but their 
idleneſs is not the effect of their religion. They 
would be idle in every other charatter. There 
is one direction of true religion which I would 
wiſh every idle man to ſtudy ; and that is, He 
* that will not work, let him not eat.” | 


B 3 Let 
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Let us then ſuppoſe that the influence of real 
religion were more general, and that the divine 
bleſſing ſhould attend an inſtitution well cal- 
culated to promote its ſpread. What bappy 
effects might not be expected? The community 
at large would he relieved from one of its greateſt 
burthens, I mean the exceſſive poor- rates; for 
the greater part who are now a burden to the 
community, would then be above the want of 
aſſiſtance. And the beſt politicians will allow it 
to be much more defireable to put men into a 
capacity to riſe out of their poverty, than by 
making a certain indiſcriminate proviſion for 
them to keep them eaſy in it. And what ſo 


likely to effect this defireable end, as a courle of 


inſtruction which tends to lift otherwiſe neglected 
children into notice, and trains them to habits of 
induſtry ? 


It may be obſerved too, that thoſe who, 
through age, blindneſs, or ſome of the number- 
leſs unforeſeen evils to which men are liable, are 
plunged into the deepeſt diſtreſs, might then ex- 
peQ a more effectual relief, without being croud- 
ed in a work-houſe together with thoſe whoſe 
vices are the ſole cauſe of their poverty, and 
whoſe depravity renders it rather a puniſhment 
than a relief to the pious and afflicted poor, to be 
obliged to aſſociate with them. For theſe the 
juſt feelings of humanity, refined and invigorated 


by 
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by the motives of the goſpel, warmly and effec. 
tually plead. How different and much more 
happy would our nation be, were the influence of 
religion to reach no farther than as a preventative 
of vice and abje&. poverty, and as a certain ef- 
ſectual relief to thoſe whom providence. (for wiſe 
reaſons no doubt) cauſes to drink fo deep of the 
cup of human woe. To this end this charity is 
directed, and as ſuch, deſerves our warmeſt ſup- 
port. When the knowledge of the Lord prevails, 
this will make one ſource of national happi« 
neſs, 


II. 


Chriſtian knowledge has a tendency to eſta- 
bliſh the peace of ſociety, by teaching each indi- 
vidual to fill up that place which Providence has 
aſſigned him. It has been ſuggeſted that nothing 

ſurpriſes an intelligent Chriſtian more than the 
| objeftions of thoſe who profeſs a regard for 
Chriſtianity, and yet are afraid that the general 
inſtruction of the poor will raiſe them above 
their ſituation, and deſtroy that proper ſubordi. 
nation which is neceſſary to the order and happi- 
neſs of our preſent ſtate. If this objection were 
well founded, it would be happier for all ranks 
that the poor ſhould remain in that ſtate of igno- 
rance and negle& to which they bave ſo long been 
condemned. It is difficult to aſſign a cauſe why- 
ſuch an objeQtion is made, which does not con- 
| vey 
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. vey an unfavourable idea of the objeftors. The 
moſt charitable reaſon that preſents itſelf to my 
mind 1s, that, however well informed ſuch per- 
ſons may be in other ſciences, they ſtand in great 
need of more of that kind of inſtruftion which is 
conveyed at Sunday-Schools. For, were they 
acquainted with the true nature and the genuine 
influence of true Chriſtianity on the hearts and 
lives of thoſe who receive it, they would know 
that nothing produces contentment in the loweſt 
fituations ſo effectually as true religion. 


Such an objeQion cannot ariſe from an experi- 
ence of the bleſſed effects of ignorance among 
the labouring part of mankind, except where 
they are deſigned to be the dupes of impoſture. 
Ignorance indeed is the certain means to pre- 
vent a diſcovery of the fraud. But in the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, there is no kind of fraud. Every 
part challenges the cloſeſt inveſtigation; and its 
profeſſed end is, not to oblige men to take things 
upon truſt, but to make all men ſee for themſelves. 
The more it is known, the more it will be loved; 
and that obedience which flows from the heart, 
is the moſt acceptable to God and man. 


Ignorance is ſo far from being accounted a 
benefit to ſociety, that there is nothing of which 
maſters and miſtreſſes more frequently complain 
than the ignorance, obſtinacy and profligacy of 

| their 


«> 
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their ſervants. - If this then be a diſorder, it re- 
quires a remedy; and what remedy is ſo ſuitable 


and fo efficacious as that kind of 'inſtrution 


which has a direct tendency to make men good? 
Beſides, this is a remedy of God's own providing, 
and it has actually reclaimed and purified incon- 
ceivable numbers in every age. It is certainly 
prudent to make the experiment. And if reli- 


gious inſtruction ſhould fail, men can but remain 


Juſt what they are; and thoſe who have engaged 
in ſo good a cauſe, though their ſucceſs may not 
be equal to their wiſhes, will ſtill have the ſatis- 
faction of havihg exeried themſelves for the be- 
nefit of mankind... Their work will be with the 
Lord, and their reward with their God. 
| : N 

We might naturally ſuppoſe from the na- 
ture of the objettion, that though the general 
tendency of the goſpel was to make men good, 
yet it had no precepts diretted to ſervants, nor 
motives calculated to give effect to any ſuch pre- 
cepts. But neither is this the caſe. The goſpel 


abounds with precepts, which enjoin diligence, 


obedience, and contentment; and it enforces 
them by the moſt powerful motives. Servants 
are not to att merely with a view to the approba- 
tion of their maſters ; but as in the fight of that 
God, who is no reſpetter of perſons, and who will 
reward every man according to his work. And 
what can be more deſirable to thoſe in ſuperior 


tations, than to have thoſe about them in whom 
| they 
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they can confide ? They vill then be under no 
anxiety, leaſt their property ſhould be embezzled, 
or their children corrupted by thoſe to whom 
they are entruſted. The Inouledge of the Lord 
produces this happy effect; and, were this gene- 


ral, what a fund of domeſtic 22727 would n 


produce 


Nor vill this contentmetit and ſubordination 
be confined to private families; they will extend 
themſelves to ſociety at large. The knowledge of | 
the Lord will teach and enforce reſpeRt for thoſe 
laws and magiftrates which are @ terror to evil 
works, and a praiſe to them who do well. Real 
Chriſtians obey not only for wrath, but alſo for 


' Conſcience ſake ; and they may juſtly expect the 


proteQtion and praiſe of every well-regulated go- 
vernment, whoſe end is not the aggrandizement, 
emolument, and power of the few, but the defence 
and welfare of the whole. For, for this cauſe they 
pay tribute, that the perſons, conſciences, pro- 


perty, and reputation of all may be ſecure. A 


well-inſtrufed Chriftian peaſantry will conſtitute 
the ſupport and happineſs of the nation; and will 
more than repay all the pains and expence which 
the more opulent may incur, in order to improve 
the minds, and regulate the condutt of the poor. 
For, if the knowledge of the Lord have in every 
age reclaimed many from vice, and made them 


exawples of virtue in weir different ſtations, for 
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the very ſame reaſon, were this knowledge general, 
the happy cfeQis would likewiſe be general. 


Beſides, if "AA be any force in the objeRion, 
that to inſtrult the poor will raiſe their ideas 
above their ſituation, the ſame objection may be 
urged with equal propriety againſt their mixing 
indiſcriminately in our places of public worſhip ; 
becauſe the profeſſed end of public worſhip is 
religious inſtruction. But, let it be obſerved, that 
the Goſpel is deſigned for the poor as well as for the 
rich; and, if it be deſirable that they ſhould reap 
the advantage of ſo gracious an inſtitution, there 
is every reaſon to encourage an eſtabliſhment, 
which will enable them to judge of the truth of 
what they hear, that they may follow their own 
convitions, and ſo glorify their Father in heaven, 
by filling up their various ſtations in that -way 
which he bas required, For, herein is God glort- 
fed, that Chriſtians in every ſtation bring forth 
much good fruit. Thus genera] inſtruttion, or 
the knowledge of the Lord, vill produce N in 
OP: It may be affirmed next, 


„ 
That the general inſtruction of che poor Is. the 


moſt probable means of rendering public n 
more extenſively uſe eful. 


It is a general and a too juſt complaint, among 


all neee of 9 that but little ad- 
vantage, 
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vantage, compared with what might be expected 
and wiſhed, attends public preaching. Many rea- 
ſons have been and might now be aſſigned for this 
with much juſtice ; but, perhaps, the greateſt of 
all is in general overlooked. May we not aſk, 
without exceeding the bounds of modeſty, or 
conveying the leaſt reflection on any thinking 
preacher in the world, Do not moſt of our public 
diſcourſes ſuppoſe a degree of previous general 
inſtruction, and habits. of reaſoning, which the 
totally uninſtrutted do not poſſeſs? Hence to 
them preaching is in an unknown tongue. If the 
Apoſtle argued on another occaſion, How ſhall 
they hear without a preacher ? Is not the caſe pa- 
rallel, if the language of preaching be not under- 
ſtood ? > 


If this be a diſadvantage under which the poor 
and uninſtructed now labour, it is, in the preſent 
refined and improving ſtate of mankind, a diſad- 
vantage which is daily increaſing. For, as men 
think and refine their own ideas and language, 
they recede more from the ideas and language of 
the totally illiterate; and thus what is an im- 
provement in the preacher, becomes an injury to 
the more uninſtrutted part of thoſe who hear 


him. 


If this be the ſact, and if we be really deſirous 
that public inſtruction ſhould be more uſeful, 
ſomething muſt be ys an alteration muſt take 
ES he place 


[ 
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place either i in the teacher, or in the hearers of 
that deſcription for which I am now pleading. 
Either the teacher, who has been endeavouring . 
for years to refine his ideas and language, muſt 
aſſociate and make himſelf familiar with the habits 
of thinking and ſpeaking among the moſt illiterate 
and negleted ; or ſome means muſt be uſed to 
bring the poor out of that ſtate of ignorance, into 
which, by poverty and negle&, they have been 
plunged. The latter appears the more eaſy and 
the more eligible plan, What means then of 
accompliſhing ſo defirable an end can be more 
likely, than to bring poor children in general to 
an acquaintance with thoſe ſcriptures, to which all 
our public inſtruttions ought to correſpond, and 
by which every thing advanced in a Chriſtian 
pulpit ought to ſtand or fall? By encouraging 
the general inſtruttion of the poor, numbers will 
attend at different places of worſhip, who would 
otherwiſe attend no where ; and will be able to 
judge for themſelves. Can we deviſe a charity 
more likely to meet with the bleſſing of God, or 
which promiſes greater adyantages to the riſing 
generation and to poſterity? The general in- 
ſtruction of poor children, we may ſafely con- 
clude, is a likely means of making preaching 
more uleful, and thus of increaſing the happineſs - 
of the nation, by increaſing the knowledge of the 
Lord. The next benefit I ſhall mention, is, 


S IV. When 


10 Inftruflion of the Poor, 
1 V. : 


When the knowledge of the Lord ſhall be 
general, wars ſhall be no more. 


War is one of heaven's ſevereſt ſcourges, by 
which pride and ambition are ſeverely puniſhed, 
Its horrid conſequences are too dreadful to 
.realize. The Prophets frequently foretell a ter- - 
mination to this ſcourge of the world. To this 
the text moſt clearly points. When the knowledge 
of the Lord, or, in other words, when pure Chriſ- 
tianity ſhall cover the earth, then the peaceable 
effects deſcribed ſhall take place. Pride, ambi- 
tion, and revenge, thoſe ferocious and truly in- 
fernal diſpoſitions, ſhall reign no more. There 
ſhall not only be a ceſſation of hoſtilities, but 19 
there ſhall be the utmoſt harmony throughout the 
earth. For the cow and the bear ſhall feed ; their 
young ones ſhall lie down together. This is a re- 
volution in the ſtate of the world moſt devoutly 
to be wiſhed! Even the diſtant proſpe& muſt fill 
every benevolent mind, every Chriſtian, with the 
pureſt delight! To effe this change, the Goſpel 
of Jefus Chriſt is moſt admirably adapted; and 
its general reception will moſt completely accom- 
pliſh the propoſed and glorious deſign ! 
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To be fully convinced of this, we have only to 


take the moſt curſory view of the religion of 
Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, as it is revealed in the I, We ſhall 
there ſee that it prohibits the indulgence of thoſe 
paſſions which are the ſources of war——that its 
principles preclude every cauſe of animoſity—and 
that it cultivates thoſe benevolent affe:ons which 
| ſecure and increaſe, in proportion as they ope- 
rate, the happineſs of the human race. 


The Goſpel prohibits the indulgence of pride, 
ambition, and avarice, thoſe demons which firſt 
diſturb and convulſe the breaſt of an individual, 
and then communicate their baneful influence 
around as far as his power extends. But can 
| theſe have liberty to reign, where the benevolent . 
Spirit of Chriſt has taken up his abode ? Moft 
certainly not. The Goſpel calls the man indeed 
to honour; but it is by means of humility. He 
that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. The Goſ- 
pel obliges thoſe who receive it to fight; but it is 
with unruly paſſions. The whole of its inſtruc. 
tions perfeRly accord with that ſentiment of So- 
lomon, He that ruleth his ſpirit, is better than 
he who taketh acity. Had moſt of the conquerors 
and herves, or, to ſpeak with more juſtice, the 
robbers and murderers of the human race, been 
able to rule their own ſpirits, they would not ſo 
often have deſolated the earth. The religion of 
Jeſus every where attacks the malevolent paſſions, 
and inculcates meekneſs and forgiveneſs, even 


where injuries are received, | 
Obſerve, 
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Obſerve, next, the principles on which the 
'Chriſtian religion is founded, and you will be 
convinced that, if they have their genuine in- 
fluence, the cauſes of animoſity are done away; 
ſor they are principles of juſtice. In all our in- 
tercourſe with each other, as individuals, or as 
nations, the golden rule is, to direct and regulate 
our conduct by the maxims of juſtice ; that is, as 


our Lord teaches us, to do unto others as we would 


that they ſhould unto us, to do even ſo unto them. If 
this principle did but preſide in the cabinets of 
princes, ox in the breaſts of the people at large, 
every ground of diſpute would be precluded. For 


ho, that places himſelf in the ſituation of bisneigh- _ 


bour, can be at a loſs to know what line of con- 
duct he ought to purſye? In religion, eſpecially, 
which has been ſo often the pretext for the moſt 
bloody wars, every pretence for diſpute is re- 
moved by the perfect equality which Chriſt has 
appointed in his church; in which conſcience is 
freed from all human controul, and he alone is 
judge. For to his own maſter each individual 
ſtands or falls. When men aſſume a right to 
punith or controul their fellow creatures in mate 
ters purely religious, they are fo far from follow- 
ing the dictates of undefiled religion, that they go 
in direct oppoſition to its moſt ſacred injunctions. 
Should an individual, or a- ſociety of Chriſtians, 
undertake to puniſh another individual or ſo- 
cicty, under a pretence of their differing ever ſo 

widely, 
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widely, the others might july reply ; the differ- 


ence on each fide is exaQly the ſame, and what 


power on earth has a right to interfere, directly or 
indirectly, in an affair in which God alone is the 
judge? Conſcience is under no dominion but that 
of Chriſt; and when the powers of this world in- 
terfere, they tranſgreſs the boundaries of human 
jutiſdiction, and attack both God and man in 
their moſt ſacred rights. All denominations of 
Chriſtians alike ſhould pay tribute, and alike they 
ſhould be entitled to protection. The general 
principle of the Goſpel, both in civil and ſacred 
things, is perfect univerſal juſtice. This prevents 
all ground of difference; and, when this principle 
is generally known and received, this part of {he 
knowledge of the Lord will likewiſe bring glory to 
God, by producing peace on earth. 


But the diſpoſitions which Chriſt requires his 
diſciples to cultivate, put the ſubject beyond all 
doubt. By the cultivation of fraternal loye, ge- 
neral ſympathy, and univerſal good-will to the 
whole race of mankind, without diſtinQion of re- 
ligion, nation, or colour, they adorn. their profeſ- 
ſion in the ſight of the world, and become daily 
more meet for an inheritance with the ſaints in 
light, When theſe diſpolitions become more ge- 


neral, and they will keep pace with the ſpread of 


true Chriſtianity, the knowledge of the" Lord will 


produce that peace and happineſs which the text 
preditts. 


—_— 2 — wr Is 
= CY 
- . - 


N.. — 27298 —— — — — 
— 2 — —ꝓ— — m * —— - . — - — —— * 
- - * « 5; = = 2 _— * 
F ERR RE a AE _— CE 4 — ̃ ̃ ̃ — —b— = — — 


7 
— » 
1 , a won 


4 


— 
U— - —2—— 


8 — — - — — — 
—qü«ů⸗ꝛ ᷑ p ů — ———ů — — — — — — — — é 


— 2 — 


— 1 —  — — —D— — 
* 


24 Inſtruction of the Poor, 


predicts. Then, enſlayed and inſulted Ethiopia 
Shall ſtretch out her am unto God, and Chriſt will 
then appear to be, in the fulleſt ſenſe of the words, 
tus ſalvation to the ends of the earth. Then, men 


will have no more uſe for inſtruments of mutual 


deſtruftion. Then, ſhall we ſee the new Jeruſalem 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her huſband. Then, the ta- 
bernacle of God will be with men, and there will 
be, in a moral view, @ new heaven and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. Again, 


V. 


The general inftruQtion of the poor will collect 
together all the ability which God hath diſtributed 
amongſt mankind at large, and give it a direction 


Jor the public good. 


It has been often obſerved, that genius but 


ſeldom appears. How can this be a ſubje& of 


ſurpriſe, when there are ſo few opportunities to 
bring it forth to public view, and fo many dif. 
couragements to nip it in the bud? Where there 
are early appearances of ability, which may be 
direQed to any of the uſeful departments of life, 
ſound policy teaches us to cheriſh it for the ge- 
neral welfare, Real genius requires but little 
aſſiſtance to diſplay itſelf, and that little is too 
often denied. Of e many thouſands who had 

abilities, 
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abilities, and inclinations too to exert thoſe abi - 
lities, may it be ſaid, in the language of Gray, 


Chill penury repreſs'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the ſoul, | 


The world has now exiſted many thouſand 
years; but how little improvement has it made in 
the ſcience of man] Many receive no kind of 
education; and many others who do, have their 


minds filled with prejudices in their youth, from 


which with difficulty they free themſelves in 
their riper years: And theſe too often find them- 
ſelves on the decline of life, before their minds are 
in a proper ſtate to examine truth with imparti- 
ality, and to follow it wherever it may lead them. 


Even in religion, how few are taught that the 
Goſpel is the ſource of pure Chriſtianity! and that 
it is their buſineſs to arrange its parts, and clearly 
to diſtinguiſh what is Chriſtianity and what is not. 
Hence that mixture of divine truth and human 
abſurdity, ſo often found; and hence thoſe follies 
mixed with a divine religion, which make the 
foundation on which modern deiſm is built. But 
were the happy ſecret of inſtrutting youth found 
out, and eſpecially were that of propoſing to them 
nothing in religion but pure truth, and teaching 
them to exert their faculties and to reaſon juſtly 
upon ſuch important ſubjetts, who can tell the ex- 
tent of human improvement? Let us hope that 
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as inſtruction becomes more general, the ability 
which Gop hath given may be more generally 
colletted; and that men will be placed in different 
departments, only becauſe Providence appears to 
have deſigned them for fuch ſituations. But once 


more, 


VI. 


The general religious inſtruQion of the poor 


has a direct tendency to produce every moral excel- 
lence. 4x74 


To produce the higheſt degree of moral excel- 


lence is the direct end of the Chriſtian religion; 


for it propoſes to conform men to the image of 


Jeſus Chriſt. To anſwer this glorious end, all the 


various parts of the Chriſtian religion are admira- 


bly adapted. For there is not a doftrine or a 


duty, a maxim or a precept, a prohibition, a pro- 
miſe or a proſpeR, but what alike tends, to uſe the 
Apoſtle's expreſſion, to make us partakers of the 


divine nature. 


To teach this religion is the deſign of Sunday- 


Schools. It is a defign worthy of Chriſtians to 
engage in, and which will do everlaſting honour 


to the man who firſt happily conceived it, and 


brought it into exiſtence, 


The 
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The ſpread of the knowledge of this religion 
muſt be the diffuſion of happineſs; conſequently, 
every thing which has the leaſt tendency to acce- 
lerate its general propagation, muſt meet with the 
hearty ſupport of all the well-wiſhers' to human fe- 
licity. On this ground we may reaſonably ex- 
peR, this day, your uſual ſupport. For, this 
knowledge tends to prevent vice and abjett pover- 
ty to produce order in ſociety to make public 
preaching more generally uſeful—to put an end to 
the reign of thoſe paſſions which are the cauſes of 
war—to improve ſociety by calling forth all its 
ability—and to make of ſo many Chriſtians, ſo 
many imitators of God, who is excellence itſelf, 
We may then fairly conclude that, when this 
Anowledge of the Lord ſhall be univerſal, all the hap- 
py conſequences contained in the text, will natu- 
rally follow, and that there will be none to. hurt or 
deſtroy through the whole earth. Glorious pro- 
ſpeA! That it may be ſoon realized, every Chriſ- 
tian will add his hearty Amen! 


In this inſtitution, Chriſtians, there is every 
thing to encourage you to go on; for it is the moſt 
unexceptionable, the moſt hopeful and extenſive 
of all charities. It is the moſt unexceptionable, 
becauſe the objetts of it are not poor and igno- 
rant through any fault of their own; nor can it be 
beſtowed on thoſe who at the preſent time are un- 
worthy of your benevolence, This cannot be 

EET affirmed 
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affirmed of many other charities, however excel. 
lent they may be; for in too many inſtances they 
are abuſed. But every poor, ignorant child who | 


is propoſed for inſtruction, muſt doubtleſs be a pro- 
per — of FR kindneſs. 


It is too the moſt hopeful of all inſtitutions, It 
is not for us to affirm how far divine goodneſs may 
extend in reclaiming and pardoning the moſt vi- 
cious. The extent of divine mercy as far exceeds 
our conceptions as the heavens are higher than the 
earth. But habits of vice are ſtrong, and cuſtom 


| Infinrenders it perfełtly natural. Hence, as hath 


been obſerved, the language of the prophet; Can 
the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his 
ſpots? Then ye who are accuſtomed to do evil, may 
learn to do well. In the ſubjeRts of this charity, 
habits of vice are not confirmed; and there is 
every reaſon to expe the divine bleſſing on an 
inſtitution, which ſo perfectly actords with the 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


It is alſo a moſt extenſive charity. There is 
no ſaying how wide it may extend, or how laſting 
may be its duration. It cannot exceed our wiſhes, 
You will unite with me in praying, that it may 
have no limits but the univerſe, and that it may be 
as laſting as its duration ! Be ye, therefore, my bre- 
thren, ſted/aſt, unmoveable, always abounding in this 
and mow work of the Lord, for as much - ye 

now 
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know that your labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. | 
But I muſt not conclude without a word of 

advice to the children now preſent. It may be 
ſaid of you, children, that the lines are fallen to 
you in pleaſant places, you have a goodly heritage. 


| . You are reſcued from ignorance and negle&; and 


you are taught the things which belong to your 
peace in this world and in that which is to come. 
The ways which the wiſdom of God teaches you 
in thoſe leſſons you read in your Teſtaments and 


Bibles, are 0 of pleaſantneſs and paths of ee 


Never forget, my children, that the goſpel you 
read is the word of that God, who made you, 
who keeps you alive, and who will be your judge 
at the laſt day; and that this word of ſalvation 
is ſent to you. He bids you ſearch the Scriptures, 
that you may know their meaning, and live by 
their rules. You may, perhaps, think that ſome 
of your Maker's rules are hard and unkind; but 
remember, children, your heavenly Father is wiſe 
and tender. He forbids you nothing, but what 
he knows will hurt you. He orders you to do 
nothing, but what will make you happy. To 
attend to and obey him will moſt certainly make 
for your own happineſs. Great Peace have they 
who love his law. They have peace in life, peace 
in death, and peace for evermore. 


Remember, 
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Remember, alſo, that as the knowledge of God's 
will, when loved and praQiſed, is the greateſt of 
all bleſſings, ſo if you ſhould not regard it, if you 
ſhould be ſo unbappy and wicked as to tell lies, 
ſwear, and ſteal, and be undutiful to your parents, 
with the word of God in your hands, which tells 
you, that he hates all theſe things; what muſt be 
your ſituation ? It will be very dreadful indeed! 
You will be unhappy in yourſelves, for wicked 
people are never happy; and you will be diſliked ' 
by God and all good people. Thoſe kind friends, 
both of the church and meeting, as well-as your 
maſters and miſtreſſes, will be ſorry they have 
been at fo much pains and expence to iinſtru& 
ſuch worthleſs and wicked children. Good peo- 
ple will avoid you. When you come to die, 
you will have no comfort; and in the day of 
judgment, when Jeſus Chriſt will ſay to the good, 
Come, ye bleſſed children of my Father, mherit the 
kingdom prepared ſor you; you will hear his 
language and ſee their happineſs. But you chil- 
dren, if you ſhould die wicked, which Gad forbid! 
What will you do? What will Chriſt ſay to you? 
He will ſay, Take theſe wicked children. Bind 
them hand and foot, and caſt them into outer dark- 
neſs ; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
The dreadful ſentence you will not be able to 
reſiſt; and you will have no one to blame but 
yourſelves. You will remember then thoſe in- 
ſtructions which you now receive; and will lament 
too late that you have — them. But let 

me 


"* 7 
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me hope better things. Let us all hope, that you 
will make attentive ſcholars, dutiful children, 
obedient, induſtrious ſervants, and, as you grow 
up in life, pious Chriſtians—that each of you may 
be a freſh argument in favour of Sunday-Schools, 
and a proof of the power of religious inſtructions, 

Then our; hopes will be ſtrengthened that the 
glorious period to which the text points, is haſten- 
ing on, when the wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard lie down with the kid ; and 
the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
gether ; and a little child ſhall lead them, And 
the cow and the bear ſhall ſeed: their young ones 
ſhall lie down together; and the lion ſhall eat ſtraw 
like the ox. And the ſucking child ſhall play on the 
hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put his 
hand on the coclatrice den: They ſhall not hurt nor 
deſtroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth ſhall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the fea, Glorious prediction! May it ſoon 
be perfectly accompliſhed ! Amen and Amen! 
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AND BY ME, CHAPMAN, HEMEL-HEMPSTEAD. 
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